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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Japan on May 28, 2000. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the JP2000-50855 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
publication 2002/0073416 by Ramsey Catan. 

Regarding claim 1, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system comprising 

authentication means for storing vital information about a user, confirming 
identity of a user and issuing authentication information on the user by comparing vital 
information about the user supplied through a network with the stored vital information, 
and 
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payment means which, upon receiving authentication information on the user 
issued by the authentication means, transmits the payment authorization for allowing 
the user to pay through the network to a provider which provides a network service to 
the user." see abstract; page 1, paragraph 0016 to page 2, paragraph 0018 and page 2, 
paragraph 0025 to page 4, paragraph 0049. 

Regarding claim 2, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein the authentication means 
obtains the vital information from the user who is to be registered through the network 
and conducts registration of the user by establishing correspondence between the vital 
information and the user." see page 1 , paragraph 0016. 

Regarding claim 3, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1, wherein, when the user is a 
qualified payer, the payment means performs a notification to the authentication means 
through the network that the user is the qualified payer." see page 2, paragraph 0018. 

Regarding claim 4, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 2, wherein the payment means obtains 
the vital information about the user from the user through the network, confirms that the 
user is a qualified payer and transmits the confirmation of qualified payer and the vital 
information to the authentication means through the network, and requests registration 
of the user." see page 1, paragraph 0016 and page 2, paragraph 0018. 

Regarding claim 5, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
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"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the user and transmits the authentication 
information to the user." see page 3, paragraph 0035 to paragraph 0041 . 

Regarding claim 6, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1, wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the transmission means and transmits the 
authentication information to the payment means." see page 2, paragraph 0022 to page 
2, paragraph 0024. 

Regarding claim 7, Ramsey Catan meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1, wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the user and transmits the authentication 
information to the payment means." see page 3, paragraph 0035 to paragraph 0041. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
publication 2001/0051924 by Uberti. 

Regarding claim 1, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system comprising 

authentication means for storing vital information about a user, confirming 
identity of a user and issuing authentication information on the user by comparing vital 
information about the user supplied through a network with the stored vital information, 
and 

payment means which, upon receiving authentication information on the user 
issued by the authentication means, transmits the payment authorization for allowing 
the user to pay through the network to a provider which provides a network service to 
the user." see abstract; page 2, paragraph 0023; page 4, paragraph 0050; page 7, 
paragraph 0079 to page 8, paragraph 0090. 

Regarding claim 2, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein the authentication means 
obtains the vital information from the user who is to be registered through the network 
and conducts registration of the user by establishing correspondence between the vital 
information and the user." see page 4, paragraph 0050. 

Regarding claim 3, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user is a 
qualified payer, the payment means performs a notification to the authentication means 
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through the network that the user is the qualified payer." see page 7, paragraph 0079 to 
page 8, paragraph 0090. 

Regarding claim 4, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 2, wherein the payment means obtains 
the vital information about the user from the user through the network, confirms that the 
user is a qualified payer and transmits the confirmation of qualified payer and the vital 
information to the authentication means through the network, and requests registration 
of the user." see page 7, paragraph 0079 to page 8, paragraph 0090. 

Regarding claim 5, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the user and transmits the authentication 
information to the user." see page 5, paragraph 0063 to paragraph 0065 and page 7, 
paragraph 0079 to page 8, paragraph 0090. 

Regarding claim 6, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the transmission means and transmits the 
authentication information to the payment means." see page 5, paragraph 0063 to 
paragraph 0065 and page 7, paragraph 0079 to page 8, paragraph 0090. 

Regarding claim 7, Uberti meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
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"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the user and transmits the authentication 
information to the payment means." see page 5, paragraph 0063 to paragraph 0065 and 
page 7, paragraph 0079 to page 8, paragraph 0090. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S:C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
6,474,548 granted to Montross et al. 

Regarding claim 1 , Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system comprising 
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authentication means for storing vital information about a user, confirming 
identity of a user and issuing authentication information on the user by comparing vital 
information about the user supplied through a network with the stored vital information, 
and 

payment means which, upon receiving authentication information on the user 
issued by the authentication means, transmits the payment authorization for allowing 
the user to pay through the network to a provider which provides a network service to 
the user." see column 21, line 50 to column 22, line 31; column 23, lines 59-61 and 
column 28, line 64 to column 29, line 40. 

Regarding claim 2, Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein the authentication means 
obtains the vital information from the user who is to be registered through the network 
and conducts registration of the user by establishing correspondence between the vital 
information and the user." see column 21, line 50 to column 22, line 31. 

Regarding claim 3, Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user is a 
qualified payer, the payment means performs a notification to the authentication means 
through the network that the user is the qualified payer." see column 22, lines 20-31 . 

Regarding claim 4, Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 2, wherein the payment means obtains 
the vital information about the user from the user through the network, confirms that the 
user is a qualified payer and transmits the confirmation of qualified payer and the vital 
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information to the authentication means through the network, and requests registration 
of the user." see column 21 , line 50 to column 22, line 31 . 

Regarding claim 5, Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1, wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the user and transmits the authentication 
information to the user." see column 21 , line 50 to column 22, line 31 ; column 23, lines 
59-61 and column 28, line 64 to column 29, line 40. 

Regarding claim 6, Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the transmission means and transmits the 
authentication information to the payment means." see column 21 , line 50 to column 22, 
line 31; column 23, lines 59-61 and column 28, line 64 to column 29, line 40. 

Regarding claim 7, Montross meets the claimed limitations as follows: 
"A user authentication system according to claim 1 , wherein, when the user receives an 
offer of a commodity or a service from the provider, the authentication means receives 
the vital information on the user from the user and transmits the authentication 
information to the payment means." see column 21 , line 50 to column 22, line 31; 
column 23, lines 59-61 and column 28, line 64 to column 29, line 40. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Martizen et al (US2002/0095386) discloses access management and control 
of multiple accounts by authorized users that have been previously authenticated. 

B. Hoffman et al (US 5,615,277) discloses a security system for authorizing 
access to a secured computer system after authenticating a user. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew B Smithers whose telephone number is (703) 
308-9293. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9:00-5:30) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew T Caldwell can be reached on (703) 306-3036. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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